
Message from Our Director
Happy New Year to our many wonderful 
alumni, students, parents and resident 
parishioners! As we kick off the spring 
semester and a new year, let us give thanks 
for the many blessings that 2014 brought 
the University Catholic Center, and pray 
for the continued growth and success of 
our campus ministry in 2015.
 Thanks to the over 20 active student 
groups, 12 hours of daily Adoration, 
and student-led retreats like Longhorn 
Awakening, we continued to experience 
an increase in daily and Sunday Mass 
attendance over the course of 2014. Our partnership in ministry with the 
Fellowship of Catholic University Students continues to enrich the lives of 
students with over 65 weekly bible study groups and 107 students attending 
the SEEK2015 national conference in Nashville, TN this winter break. 
Students are on fire with their faith thanks to YOUR support!
 This February the UCC celebrates the 50th anniversary of the original 
building’s dedication on February 28, 1965. If you are in town on Sunday, 
March 1st, I invite you to join us for our Mass of Thanksgiving at 11:30am. 
I also invite you to share your stories about your experience of this campus 
ministry with us! Your kind notes and phone calls are always very much 
appreciated by me and the staff.
 As we look forward to the next 50 years, I ask that you pray for the 
continued growth of our campus ministry--that we may expand to serve the 
entire Catholic community at UT and provide enduring spiritual fulfillment 
for all those who come to worship at the UCC. In turn, I pray that this year 
brings you and your loved ones many blessings and much joy.

May God bless you abundantly!   
Fr. Ed Nowak, CSP
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Knights of Columbus
On November 9th, six students were initiated into the first 
degree of the Knights of Columbus as part of the University 
Catholic Center’s council. The Knights of Columbus is a 
fraternal organization dedicated to the principles of charity, 
unity, fraternity, and patriotism. Anyone interested in 
joining the Knights can contact Armando Montes ’17 at 
knights@utcatholic.org.

STRONG (Sharing the Rewards Of kNowing God) 
STRONG is a Catholic college-aged retreat team that sponsors high 
school and middle school retreats around the Diocese of Austin. 
United by a common interest in sharing God’s love with the youth of 
our Church, the STRONG retreat team reaches out to the commu-
nity by setting good examples of leadership and faithful discipleship.
 As a student organization based out of the University Catholic 
Center, STRONG puts on an annual Welcome Retreat for new 
members of the UT community. STRONG is also a tight-knit 
family who loves to share their faith and their college experiences 
together. As a retreat team, STRONG typically holds a staff retreat 
in the fall and travels to parishes and host retreats for youth groups 
throughout the school year. 

An authentic faith – which is never comfortable or completely personal – 
always involves a deep desire to change the world, to transmit values,  

to leave this earth somehow better that we found it.  
-Pope Francis

The Knights preparing Christmas 
decorations for the Austin State 
Supported Living Center.

Recent initiates: Chris Gray, Aaron Diener, 
Qui Ton, and John Hollenbeck; not pictured 
are Rodrigo Cantu and Tommy Cleaves.

“I joined STRONG the first semester of my freshman year as a way to grow more involved with the 
UCC community and share my faith with others. STRONG has not only been a great way to share 
our Catholic faith with the youth in the Austin diocese but also has challenged me to learn more 
and grow in my faith.” 
 ~ Kristen Mattingly ’16

Learn more about this ministry at http://strong.utcatholic.org/.



Vocations
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Congregation of the Holy Cross
Notre Dame, IN (www.vocation.nd.edu)

I began to seriously think about my vocation dur-
ing my time as an undergrad at UT. Living away 
from home, I learned to go to Mass on my own, 
to pray, and to grow in my faith. Looking back, 

I have come to realize the importance of the UCC community 
in my formation. The ministries and organizations at the UCC 
with their different charisms do so much for the students. I was 
involved in the Knights of Columbus and Awakening, and I 
cannot even begin to express enough gratitude for the oppor-
tunities they gave me. It was though a Knight’s national college 
conference that I met the vocation director for the Congrega-
tion of Holy Cross.
 The UCC community owes 
much to its shepherds, the Paulist 
Fathers. Fr. Ed and Fr. Jamie have 
such a zeal for their ministry; see-
ing how they loved the people they 
served, they became for me a model 
and example that I wished to imitate. 
Because they had impacted me so 
much, I spent some time discerning 
with the Paulist Fathers and visited their seminary in Washing-
ton, D.C. Though that was not the path that I eventually took, 
I cannot forget their loving witness for us students. I will be 
forever grateful to them, the staff, and my fellow students who 
all contributed to my formation at the UCC.
 After graduating from UT, I entered the Postulancy  
program with the Congregation of Holy Cross. I was attracted 
initially by the work they do as educators in the faith, at  
universities or parishes. When I visited, I experienced a com-
munity that felt like family. That sense of family has only 
grown throughout these two years. My time at the UCC, with 
the organizations, serving at Mass, and making friends, pre-
pared me to enter seminary. Having entered the next stage of 
discernment, I am now happier and closer to God than I have 
ever been. 

 ~Andrew Higdon, nCSC, BS ’13

 
Who else do you know who has a vocation from UT? We are 
developing a Vocations page on our website to help Longhorn 
Catholics as they discern their vocations by connecting them to 
alumni and their stories. You can share your story by emailing 
us at alumni@utcatholic.org!

Dominican Sisters of Mary, 
Mother of the Eucharist
Ann Arbor, MI (www.sistersofmary.org)

When I crossed in front of the Tower one 
day in the last semester of my senior year, it 
hit me: all the men I’m dating, or interested 
in, look like Jesus. Hmmmmm. What does 
this mean?  
   I had discovered the Catholic Center 

the year before, and was growing in my love for daily Mass 
and the sacraments. But I had 
never considered what my life 
would be like if I embraced the 
consecrated life. It wasn’t until 
I had graduated from UT that I 
actually found other Longhorns 
who were considering vocations, 
too. Not all of them persevered 
in the consecrated life, but hav-
ing their support as I navigated 
the waters of discernment was integral to the freedom 
behind my decision to take the plunge into religious life. 
That moment on the West Mall is where I point to, when 
I think about how I began to consider a vocation. Grace 
just hit me in the face when I wasn’t looking. In the years 
that followed my time at UT, I grew more deeply in my 
love for the Eucharist and Our Lady. It was sitting in 
front of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament at Adoration, with 
Mary’s loving maternal guidance that helped me to let go 
of my fears and give him my “yes”. 
 ~Sr. Maria Catherine, O.P., BATD  ’01

In 2013, Pope Francis declared that a Year of Consecrated 
Life (YCL) be celebrated throughout the world. YCL began 
on the First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2014 and 
will close on the World Day of Consecrated Life, February 2, 
2016. In celebration, the UCC is highlighting the stories of 
Longhorn Catholics who are witnessing to Christ through the 
consecrated life.
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Alumni News

Help our Ministry Grow!
All checks should be made payable to “University Catholic Center.” Make your gift online at https://utcatholic.org/give.

$500   $250   $100   $50    Other: $______           I would like to support a student with a recurring monthly gift

Name: ______________________________________ Email: _____________________________________

Billing Address: ________________________________________________ Phone:  ___________________

City: ___________________________________________      State: _______      Zip: __________________     

Credit Card: ___________________________________________________   Exp: _______  CCV: _______

Prayer Requests:

Monika Demkowicz 
Montecillo (BA 2013, 
BS 2013) and Io 
Montecillo (BA 2014)

Stay connected with your fellow Longhorn Catholics by updating your contact information  
and forwarding your news to alumni@utcatholic.org!

CALLING ALL LAMBDAS!

Reconnect to celebrate 25 years 

of brotherhood in 2015. Email 

us at alumni@utcatholic.org for 

more information.

Danielle Costanzo 
Castillo (BBA 2014) 
and Michael Castillo 
(BBA 2014)

Thank you to all those who came out to help us celebrate 25 years 
of Longhorn Awakening Retreats! Past retreatants, along with their 

families, gathered for a picnic at Zilker Park in November. 

Gemma Thompson 
Deveney (MBA 
2011) and Tom 
Deveney  
(MBA 2011)

John (BS 1991, 
JD 1995) and Lisa 
Metzger baptized 
daughter Madeline.

Marcos (BA 2001) 
and Simran Gutierrez 
(BBA 2002) baptized 
daughter Mia.
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Grow in Faith

Schoenstatt University Men
“I discovered God’s love and mission for my life through Mary within 
Schoenstatt University Men at the UCC. Although I grew up Catholic 
and consider Christ to be my oldest friend,” says Carlos Licona (BBA 
2014, MPA 2014, pictured center), “I never knew how crucial Mary 
was in truly knowing Jesus at a deeper, more real level.” Carlos is one 
of the 27 young men currently involved in SUM, a group that looks to 
Mary as our mother and educator, and who teaches us to connect our 
faith and relationship with Christ to our everyday lives. “If it wasn’t for 
the Blessed Mother, I’m not sure if I would have heard God calling me 
to the priesthood. She always points to her Son! I’m thankful that the 
UCC generously opens its doors to the rich variety of organizations 
and charisms within our Catholic Church.” If you are interested in 
learning more about the SUM, you may contact the leaders directly at 
sum@utcatholic.org

 

Thank you to all the students who 
used their time, talents, and energy to 

make Longhorn Awakening #57  
a success!  

With over 100 retreatants and 120 
staffers, this was THE LARGEST 

Awakening by far!!

Thursday Evening Adoration
Did you know? Hundreds of Catholic Longhorns gather on Thurs-
day evenings in the Holy Spirit Chapel at the UCC for a holy hour 
of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

“The reality of Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist and  
His transforming power are truly extraordinary. To bring this  

Presence, the source and summit of the Christian life, onto  
campus, is a truly profound event.”

~ Christopher Boardman ’15
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University Catholic Center 
Close to Campus, Close to Christ

Thank You  to everyone who gave of their 
time, talent, and treasure in 2014! YOU are helping 
us continue to provide for the growing Catholic 
community at UT.
 We were blessed by the generosity of many alumni, 
parishioners, parents and students who helped us 
raise the $90,000 we needed to purchase a new air 
conditioning chiller in less than a month. We were also 
blessed with the success of our spring and fall Matching 
Gift Weekend fundraisers, with enough donations 
given to exceed our fundraising goal of $70,000 each 
semester. And, of course, we continue to be blessed by the 
presence of students and community members who are 
committed to furthering our Catholic campus ministry 
here at UT in many ways. They provide donuts after 
the 9 am Mass and a spaghetti lunch every Wednesday 
at Carbos for Christ. Additionally, they host student 
retreats and Bible studies and lead religious education 
classes.
 We are incredibly blessed and give God thanks for the 
countless ways YOU give of yourselves to our ministry! 

SAVE THE DATE!
50th Anniversary of Original Building Dedication
Sunday, March 1st
Mass of Thanksgiving - 11:30am
Cake & Punch Reception - 12:30pm

Phon-A-Thon 2015
February 21st – March 3rd
You can also “Beat Us to the Phone” by
going to www.utcatholic.org/give/phonathon!

WHAT’S INSIDE
Longhorn Awakening celebrates 25 years,
UCC students at Schoenstatt Shrine dedication,
Year of Consecrated Life at UT, plus MORE!


